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enter into the formation of the anterior, posterior, lateral, superior and inferior 
walls of this cavity; as for example the tongue, maxillary hones, muscles, nerves, 
arteries, veins and glands; the teeth, together with a description of the manner 
of their formation, development, structure and eruption of both the temporary 
and permanent sets; also a description of the dental pulps and enamel, and the 
varieties of “form,” “number,” “position,” “structure,” and “consistency of 
the teeth.” The author next gives a brief description of the diseases of the 
mouth, among which are enumerated “salivation,” inflammation, and tumefac¬ 
tion of its glands; the effects resulting from first and second dentitions, including 
diurrhota, constipation of the bowels ami convulsions. He then treats upon 
“ malformations of the dental arches,” the various arrangements and all the 
diseases of the teeth—embracing accidental injuries from mechanical violence; 
erosion and discoloration of the enamel, and the different characteristics of 
caries, necrosis of the teeth, and exostosis and spina veniosa of their roots, &c. 
&c. Proceeding with the subject, he next describes the diseases of the alveola- 
dental periosteum, inflammation, fungus and ossification of the dental pulp; 

“ loosening,” “ luxation” and the “ replacement of lire teeth” in their alveoli; the 
various forms of odontalgia, “ inflammation,” “abscess,” “aphtha,” “fistulous 
ulcers” and “adhesions of the gums to the cheek;’* also, tumefaction and 
“ ulceration of the gums;” the diseases to which this structure is subject in 
scrofulous and scorbutic subjects; the effects produced upon it by syphilitic dis¬ 
eases and those resulting from an excessive use of mercurial medicines, and 
concludes by some very appropriate remarks on tumours which occasionally 
originate here. 

In the second part of the work, he treats on “dental hygiene and therapeu¬ 
tics,” embracing a description of the means for the preservation of the teeth and 
nil.the other parts of the mouth; and here wc would remark, that if these were 
better understood than they seern generally to he both by medical as well as by 
dental practitioners, and their employment oftener resorted to, the masticatory 
apparatus and its appendages would he less frequently invaded by disease. In 
the therapeutical part of the treatise, the curative indications of the various 
affections of the teeth and mouth are described. Full and ample directions are 
also lu re given for the extraction of teeth and the roots of teeth, together with 
a description of the various instruments employed for the performance of these 
operations. 

The third part of the work is devoted to “mechanical dentistry, or a descrip¬ 
tion of the various methods employed for the insertion of artificial teeth; every 
one of which is illustrated by one or more wood-cut engravings and lithographic 
plates. The value of this part of the work has been greatly enhanced by adding 
Dr. Solyuian Brown’s treatise on this branch of the art, which is admitted by 
all to he the most perfect of any extant, on the subject. 

The original work, we believe, is held in high estimation in France by the 
medical us well as by the dental profession, and that it is one of merit, is proven 
by the fact that it has passed through six or seven editions, and Dr. Savier, the 
translator, has done himself much credit for the very correct English version 
he has given of it. 

The information contained in the first and second parts of the work, should 
not only he possessed by every dental, hut also by every medical practitioner, 
and more especially by those residing in the country and small villages, where 
the services of scientific and skilful dentists can seldom be had. C. A. 11. 


Art. XXII .—A 7'rcnt!sc on Ruptures. By W. Lawrence, F. R. S. &c. From 
the Fifth London Edition, revised, corrected, and considerably enlarged. 
Philadelphia, 1813. 

Tin: work of Mr. Lawrence has been so long before the profession, and its 
great merits are so universally acknowledged, that we deem it unnecessary to do 
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more than mention the appearance of this reprint from the latest English edition. 
At a lime, however, like the present, when a rage for cutting seems to have 
seized upon many of the surgical teachers of the country, and operations that 
are not absolutely demanded, and indeed even those of more than doubtful utility, 
are constantly performed, and heralded to the world, without the ultimate and 
too often injurious results to the patient, as well as to our science, being duly 
considered or made known to the classes witnessing them, we believe it a duty 
to let no fitting opportunity pass without putting in our caveat against them, and 
seize this occasion to cite the high authority of Mr. Lawrence in regard to one 
of the class of operations to which we have alluded, viz. that for umbilical 
hernia. 

After quoting the statement of Desault in Tegard to the employment of the 
ligature in the treatment of this affection, he thus comments upon it:— 44 We can¬ 
not regard the preceding statement of the opinion and practice of Desault, as an 
impartial account of the result of general experience concerning the comparative 
merits of the different modes of treating umbilical ruptures. Having adopted 
and constantly employed the ligature, this great surgeon ascribes to it a safety 
and certainty of operation, which the experience of others has not confirmed; 
pnd he has not fairly represented the advantages of compression. 

414 1 have attended carefully,’ says Scarpa, ‘to the phenomena and success of 
this operation, performed sometimes by means of the simple ligature, sometimes 
by passing it through the tumour; and, after a very considerable number of 
practical observations, I feel myself authorised to say, that neither the one nor 
the other mode of operating is exempt from violent, and sometimes even dan¬ 
gerous symptoms; and that neither of the operations produces a truly radical 
cure, without the assistance of compression continued for several months after 
the wound is cicatrized. It is not so uncommon, as some surgeons have repre¬ 
sented, for the operation to be followed by violent fever and very acute pain, 
which cause continual crying, and even convulsions. The separation of the 
slough is followed by an ulcer, large and difficult of cure, which becomes occa¬ 
sionally fungous and painful.’* * * § 

“Sir A. Cooper also objects to the operation, on the ground of its painful and 
occasionally dangerous consequences. 

44 It has been asserted}: that the complaint returned, even in many of the cases 
operated on by Desault, and supposed by him to have been radically cured; and 
hence, after the subject had been fully debated in the Medical Society of Paris, 
the general determination was, that the ligature ought to he abandoned. 

44 Professor Benedict, of Breslau, treated several cases of exompbalos with liga¬ 
ture, applying it according to the directions of Desault. He found it invariably 
produce sj’mptoms so serious, if not dangerous, that he has abandoned the 
method. ‘In all the cases, pain in the abdomen came on about the third day, 
with great tenderness to the touch, especially near the navel, and considerable 
fever, so that the presence of peritoneal inflammation could not be mistaken: in 
one instance there was also vomiting. All the patients recovered under anti¬ 
phlogistic treatment; but the symptoms were so formidable for two days, that a 
surgeon would not be justified in employing this treatment, unless all other 
measures had failed. 

44 Compression is altogether free from the painful and dangerous consequences, 
that occasionally follow the use of the ligature; and has been found by Richter, 
Cooper, Scarpa, and Sceminering, at least equally certain in its operation.” 

G. W. N. 


* Mem. v. § 10. 

f On Crural and Umbilical Hernia, p. -10. 

t Richer and, Nosographie chirursicale , tom. ii. p. 453; Cartier, in the Journal de 
Mfdecincy tom. xli. 

§ Rust, Magazin fur die gesammte Ilcilkunde , vol. xliv. p. 176. 



